Call of Cthulhu — Korparnas foda

Arrangor: Johan Jonsson

-”Kan du fatta hur kallt det ar har nere”

Skrapande ljud. Kanske som en sten som nagon trampar pa.

~"Hysch, jag horde nagot. HALLA! Ar det ndgon dar. Lys dar borta, jag sag nagot.”
<Skrik av rddsla. En serie ljud som av en yxa som hugger i ett ko-kadaver>

Ny rost -”Halla, ar ni kvar dar borta, jag tyckte jag horde nagot.”

Skrapande ljud. Kanske som en sten som nagon trampar pa.

Kom och vandra med oss genom Tabergs naturskdna kulturbygder. Fly for ditt liv genom ett unikt och
dramatiskt landskap. Fall handldst genom unik flora. Upplev den unika ekologin i den gamla
gruvbygden. Du kommer for utsikten, men du stannar for alltid.

Ett 5-timmars Call of Cthulhu-scenario i nutidsmiljo. 3-6 spelare. SL: Johan Jonsson.



Scenarioutvecklingsblad

namn Korpars foda

System CoC

Sak 1 La tenecivilisationen

Sak 2 Taberg innehaller ovanliga metaller
Sak 3 Korpar ater allt

Sak 4 Graalen ar Annwns kittel

Sak 5 Stjdrnorna star ratt

Plotabstrakt

Sigvard Stiegen-Wesslau dr en ondskefull Shub-Niggurathdyrkare. Han och hans kompisar soker efter lamningar fran en kult inom La Téne-

civilisationen som ocksa var onskefulla Shub-Niggurath-dyrkare. Det har inte gatt sa bra, eftersom lamningarna fraktades till en annan varld nar
romarrikets stal och varldens gang fick vagarna att slutas runt ar 100 f. kr. Nu haller vdgarna pa att 6ppnas igen. La Tene-kultisterna gick in i den
andra varlden fran ett stélle utanfor Taberg, vilket var en plats dar de ofta brot metall till sina kultféremal. | och med att vagen 6ppnas blir omradet
mer och mer spokigt. Stora flockar av korpar har kommit dit. De féljer lukten av foda fran kitteln i den andra véarlden. En del korpar fran den andra
varlden har kommit igenom hit och blandar sig med dem. De ar storre och intelligentare. De kan tala bruten, urgammal svenska. Wesslau och hans
vanner latsas vara fagelskadare och forsoker félja korparna till genomgangen till den andra varlden. Gerald Wikhlundh &r en bloggare som driver
runt i trakten och letar spéken. Han har dragit in sina vanner i detta. Detta ar spelargruppen. Snart kommer portarna att 6ppnas och en inkarnation
av Shub-Niggurath kommer att aka vagn langs med drottningvagen upp till den gamla kultplatsen. Vagen dit kan bara passeras efter solens nedgang
den 8/2 2019. Olika oknytt kommer ut innan dess. Odéda kommer att vandra langt innan dess. Spelarna kommer att komma dit efter mycket tjat
fran Gerald. Han har forberett ett stélle pa vastsidan av berget dar man kan ligga och halla utkik. Nar spelarna anlander &r Gerald borta. det finns

blodspar och slapmaérken i snon. Uppmuntra alla att tro att det ar ett prank fran Geralds sida. Klotblixtar och korpar drabbar spelarna.

Fruktansvarda blixtnedslag sker i deras direkta narhet. Kallrék och isdimma sanker sig. De vagleds av en korp. Gor det tydligt att man ramlar och slar

ihjal sig om man bara vandrar omkring. Ldt dem se fagelskadare offra turister. Sedan ramlar de ner i grottor under berget tillsammans med 2

rodskjortor. De hittar mumifierade kroppar fran de som varit olyckliga nog att ramla ner hit forr. Det ar helt moérkt och valdigt kallt. Gér checks och
dela ut skada pga av kyla. De hor fagelskadarnas méassande lockrop. "kakaw, kakaw". Ekona gor det omgjligt att hitta ratt. De doda borjar rora sig.
En gammal La Téne-krigare hugger en NPC med svard och borjar leta efter de andra féljande ljudet av deras roster. Rédskjortorna dor. Vagen ut
6ppnas och de kan se ett ljussken. De maste klattra for att komma dit, men fler ododa kommer bakom dem. Slutligen ramlar de ut i Annwn dér det
ar sommar och stora ormbunkar. Har ser de en vagn med en trastaty av en mansklig inkarnation av Shub-Niggurath. De moéter en gubbe fran forr

som ger dem info. Monstrudsa varelser ror sig genom vegetationen. | fjarran ser de en hog dar fagelskddarna offrar Gerald. Psykopompish

fagelande berattar att de ar bundna till konungariten. De &r slavarna som kommer att offras. De kan lamna Tylwyth Teg genom att ga ner i vattnet i

en kalla. Annars blir de uppatna. De kommer ut i en liten gol pa 6stsidan av berget. Det ar kallt. De maste stoppa kroningsriten. Men hur?
Bakgrund

Historisk tidslinje

Vilka ar spelargruppen?
Maénniskor som kanner Gerald
Vad haller gruppen samman?
Kompisar med varandra och Gerald
Vad far gruppen att underscka?
Kénka
Dramatis Personae
ond fagelskadare - Sigvard Wesslau

Villadgare
en korpman
Miljé
Taberg, Annwn
Places
Land of summer
Drottningvagen
Putti
Trad 1
Trad 2
Trad 3

Tidslinje



GundeStI'upSkitteln[redigera | redigera wikitext]
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Bild p& Gundestrupkitteln

Krigare.

Gundestrupkitteln ar ett offerfynd, en silverkittel med 13 reliefplattor som en gang varit
sammanfogade. Kitteln har en diameter av nara en meter och blev hittad i samband med
torvtacktsarbete i RAvmossen vid Gundestrup 1891 i norra Jylland, Danmark. Fyndet ar ett av de
mest storslagna importféremalen i Skandinavien fran det keltiska omradet under forromersk-,
romersk jarnalder.

Pa plattorna finns 6ver 100 reliefbilder pa olika foremal och djur- och manniskofigurer. Manga av
motiven aterfinns ocksa pa hallristningar i form av bl.a vagnshjul, ormar, lurblasare och
manniskor i procession.

Gundestrupskittelns utsmyckning liknar i mangt och mycket en rad keltiska gudar och gudinnor.
Man tycker sig ha kunnat tyda bl.a. gudarna:

e Cernunnos; den behornade, (figuren bar hjorthorn och haller en halsring i ena handen och en
orm i den andra). Dock ar inte mycket ar kant om Cernunnos, men han finns gestaltad pa
manga konst- och kulturféremal, eftersom han da ofta &r omgiven av djur antar man att han
kan ha varit en slags djurens konung.
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e Taranis; hjulets gud, som férknippades med foranderlighet och omvéaxlingar.

Utover kittelns religiosa innehall framstar den med den tidens kladesdrékter, vapen, smycken och
hela forestallningsvarlden for den forromerske eller germanske mannen och kvinnan.

Kittelns motiv har aven paverkats av den hellenistiska och etruskiska forestallningsvarlden, vilket
kan tyda pa starka band med de 6stra medelhavslanderna.

Gundestrupkitteln kan dateras till mellan ca 300 f.Kr. - 300 e.Kr., d.v.s. till tiden for forromersk
jarnalder eller romersk jarnalder.

Idag star kitteln pa det danska nationalmuseet i Kdpenhamn.
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Fairy cup legend
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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Fairy cup legends (Reidar Thoralf Christiansen type ML 6045) are folk and other tales usually
relating to the theft of a 'fairy cup’, sometimes in the form of a drinking horn, usually from a 'fairy
mound' (ie from a tumulus). They are found in parts of northwestern Europe.
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Overview|edit]

Fairy cup legends are classified under Reidar Thoralf Christiansen's scheme as migratory type
6045.4 Stories of this type originate from England, Germany, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, the
Isle of Man, and Scotland.™

In many versions of the tale the vessel is in the shape of the horn;2 usually the vessel is
gold(en), or of some other precious material. Tales often begin with a hole in the ground or similar
opening up mysteriously, revealing 'little people' living underground.i2 [n some versions the fairy
person offers a drink from the cup, which the protagonist refuses or discards - with the vessel's
discarded liquid often acting corrosivelyn4 Usually the vessel is stolen by the human protagonist
of the tale, them then being consumed by fear and often chased by angry supernatural beingsin -
the vessel is sometimes recorded as ending in the possession of nobility,8 or the church.in?
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The Grail in Celtic Myth

The earliest stories don’t include the Grail at all. Many times there was a quest,
oftentimes for one or more of the 13 treasures of Britain or some strange request
of the gods, but those were more like warrior’s tales than the pilgrimage-like quest
we think of.

Even though it is inextricably linked with Christ, the Grail may, in fact, have its
origins in pre-Christian myths. In these stories, it's not a cup or chalice, but a
cauldron — the main cooking implement of the pre-Roman Celts, and therefore
associated with nourishment and life-giving powers. Celtic myth has cauldrons a-
plenty, the most famous of which is probably the cauldron of the goddess
Ceridwen. To make a long story short, in the “Story of Taliesin,” Ceridwen cooks
up a potion to make her ugly son so smart no one would notice his looks. But he
never got to drink it. The boy brewing the potion was burned by the liquid and
without thinking, licked his sore finger, thus ingesting all the knowledge of the
world. He became Taliesin, a bard well-known for his wisdom, and thought by
some to be the inspiration for or precursor to Merlin.

In the Preiddeu Annwn (Spoils of the In-World), Arthur is first mentioned questing
for what could be the earliest direct reference to the Grail, the Cauldron of Annwn
(inspiration). It was guarded by nine maidens, possibly priestesses, and it was
guite a battle to get to it. Only seven of Arthur’'s men returned, and we aren’t told if
they ever found the cauldron, or what exactly it was.

Then there is the Cauldron of Rebirth, also commonly associated with the
goddess Ceridwen. In the tale of The Mabinogion, there is a story called “The Story
of Branwen.” It is here we see the cauldron as giving life back to dead watrriors.
They return from the Otherworld almost in a zombie-like state, for they are unable
to tell anyone of their experience in the Otherworld. In this story, the hero, Bran,
leads a group of warriors to find the cauldron, but it is destroyed in a fight. As

in the Preiddeu Annwn, only seven men survive (seven being a highly symbolic
number).
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Korp (Corvus corax) ar en stor, svart krdkfagel. Den aterfinns 6ver storre delen av norra
halvklotet och ar den mest spridda av alla krakfaglar. Det finns atta underarter med liten variation
i utseende, men med betydande genetiska skillnader.

I hela dess utbredningsomrade pa norra halvklotet, och genom mansklighetens historia, har
korpen varit en kraftfull symbol och ett populéart &mne i mytologi och folklore.

Korpen ar en av de mest mytomspunna faglarna. Férmodligen beror det pa korpens svarta
blankande farg, asatande, saregna late och dess rykte for "klokhet". Den har lange ansetts som
en olycksbadande fagel och forknippats med doden. Som asatare som var kand for att ata
manniskor som dott i krig eller avrattats blev korpen férknippad med de déda och med forlorade
sjalar. | Sverige finns forestéliningen om nattramnar, korpar som ar spoken efter sjalvmaordare
eller mérdade manniskor som inte fatt en kristen begravning, och i Tyskland en forestallning om
korpar som de férdomdas sjalar.t

Pa Brittiska 6arna var korparna ocksa symboliska for kelterna. | irlandsk mytologi satte sig
gudinnan Morrigan pa hjalten Cu Chulainnsaxel i form av en korp efter hans dod.® | walesisk
mytologi var korpar forknippade med guden Bran, vars namn betyder "korp".

Enligt Mabinogion begravdes Brans huvud i London som en talisman mot invasion.® En legend
utvecklades senare om att England inte skulle falla fér en frammande inkréktare sa lange som det
fanns korpar i Towern i London. Fastan detta ofta tros vara en gammal tro har sentida forskning
inte kunnat pavisa nagot spar av legenden fore 1800-talet, och den anses numera vara ett
romantiskt viktorianskt pahitt med inspiration fran legenden om Bran. Faktiskt har Towern varit
utan korpar under langa perioder i historien, och de aterinfoérdes senaste gangen efter andra
varldskriget. Regeringen haller nu flera faglar pa Towerns agor, antingen som forsakring eller for
att roa turister (eller badadera).*” Dessa faglar blir vingklipptafor att de inte skall kunna flyga ivag.
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Taberg (berg)

Taberg (Smalands Taberg), &r ett berg i norra Smaland, sydvast om Jonk6ping. Taberg nar 343
meter dver havet och reser sig med ett 121 meter hogt stup ovanfor orten Taberg, som ligger pa
bergets ostsida. Sjalva berget har tva toppar, vasttoppen och dsttoppen.

Taberg (Smalands Taberg) ar belaget ca 15 km sdder om Jonkdping och syns vida omkring. Det
ar en malmkropp som bildades for 1,2 miljarder ar sedan. Den fran borjan trogflytande massan
trangde sig uppat men stelnade innan den nadde jordytan. Omgivande bergarter har sedan
eroderats bort och Tabergstoppen reser sig nu ca 100 m 6ver det for 6vrigt ganska plana
landskapet.

Naturiredigera | redigera wikitext]

Berget har imponerat i alla tider, och bland annat ska Carl von Linné ha kallat Taberg for
"Smalands mirakel" nar han besokte berget pa 1700-talet. Har har man hittat mer an 400 arter
blomvéaxter och ormbunkar. Har mots mellaneuropeiska vaxter och fiéallvaxter. Den

sydliga brunbraken méter har den nordliga gronbraken, tva mycket ovanliga ormbunkar pa
samma plats.

Taberg har ocksa Sveriges rikaste bestand av mossor. Har finns sex utrotningshotade mossarter,
bland annat den |anghalsade nickmossan. Den speciella basiska berggrunden goér att manga
sdllsynta vaxter finns har.

| bergets stenbranter speglar sandddlan sina smaragdgrona sidor. Det ar ett varmekravande och
mycket kansligt djur som ocksa ar fridlyst. | Tabergsans dalgang
hackar stromstare och forsérla och ibland ocksa kungsfiskare.

Under vinterhalvaret far bara fladdermdss vistas i gruvorna. De sover sin vintersémn i bergets 1,5
kilometer vindlande gangar. Om man véacker en fladdermus i vinterdvala kan den férlora sa
mycket energi av stressen att den inte 6verlever till varen. | och kring Taberg finns nio
fladdermusarter varav sex Overvintrar i gruvan. Omradet ingar i Tabergs naturreservat.

Malmbrytning

Redan p& 1400-talet paborjades brytning av jarnmalm i Tabergsgruvan. Tabergs-jarnet blev
snart kant for sin hdga kvalitet. C'est fer de Takaberg! ("Det ar jarn fran Taberg!”) utropade
pistolsmederna i Paris nér de var extra n6jda med ett arbete.

Berget bestar av titanomagnetitolivinit, som bara finns i Taberg och i Rhode Island i USA. De
storsta brytningarna i Taberg skedde under andra vérldskriget da Tyskland var i stort behov
av jarn.w Brytningen avslutades 1960.

Ar 1831 upptéckte geologen Nils Gabriel Sefstrém grundamnet vanadin i malm fran Taberg.
Vanadin ar en legeringsmetall, som gor stal hardare. Planer pa att utvinna vanadin dok upp
pa 1970-talet, men sattes aldrig i verket pa grund av forhéjda kostnader i samband

med oljekrisen.

Naturreservat|redigera | redigera wikitext]

Naturskyddsféreningen kdpte gruvrattigheterna till Taberg efter en landsomfattande insamling
1986. Darmed sattes punkt for fortsatt exploatering genom gruvdrift, slalombackar med mera.
Omradet ingdr nu i Tabergs naturreservat.

Idag finns har gruvvisningar under sommaren, flera
vandringsleder, badplats, hotell och restaurang. En bilvag, 6ppen sommartid, leder upp till
den Ostra toppen.
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Gruvhantering i Taberg 1939 - 60.

Av PER-OLOF JERN

Den gruvhantering som AB Smélands Taberg bedrev i Berget under &ren 1939
- 60 sargade detta otvivelaktigt svart men tillférde det ocksa nya djarva
konturer, ett spannande inre och annu en historisk epok.

Som mest sysselsatte gruvbolaget knappt 50 man och det hégsta
produktionsresultatet uppnaddes 1943 med 200 000 ton vilket da var 2 % av
Sveriges jarnmalmsproduktion. Brytningen agde rum i dagbrott men for att ta
hand om den brutna malmen spréngdes sa smaningom ett dvre och undre
ortsystem upp inuti Berget. Dessa ortsystem star i sin tur i férbindelse med
varandra via ett antal schakt, varav det hégsta, hisschaktet ar 55 meter
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Gavvnanrs subn Tasemes Sonosians Mesersowrcennine dassce 1982

Klicka har for storre bild

Den langsta enskilda orten, dvre huvudorten, stracker sig 300 meter in i
Berget.

1937 pabdrjade Stora Langviks Gruf AB férberedelsearbeten fér brytning i
Berget och visst uttag av malm &gde ocksa rum fran rasmassor och varp. I
och med bildandet av Smalands Taberg AB den 2 mars 1939 kom den
egentliga brytningen igdng med bérja i Bergets sydsida.

1939 sprangdes ocksa ett mellan botten pa denna Sédra Gruva och foten av
Berget. I detta schakt installerades en grovkross p& 120 meters nivan
(nivaangivelse fran Tabergs topp) och utlastningen av malmen mekaniserades
genom ett transportband for direkt lastning i jarnvdgsvagn pa det stickspar
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som drogs upp under bergsvaggen.

1939 - 40 fanns dessutom p& utsidan av Berget en kullkvarn dér den brutna
malmen maldes ner till slig dock utan anrikning. Denna kvarn var belagen vid
foten av den bergskam som gar mellan Storbrytargruvan (Bergets dstsida)

och S6dra Gruvan.
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Klicka har for storre bild

I S6dra Gruvan bréts malm 1939 - 42 varvid till slut sjalva toppen av Berget
kom att bertras. Fran Sédra Gruvan pabérjades 1941 indrivningen av en dvre
huvudort och 150 meter in i denna drevs en forsta krater upp till toppen av
berget varefter brytningen lades upp som 6ppen kraterbrytning.

Ur denna férsta krater togs malm under aren 1942 - 51.

1952 pabdrjandes en andra krater 100 meter langre in i Berget och med nagot
uppehall togs malm ur denna till 1957.

Kraterbrytningen var effektiv pd sd satt att den loss brutna malmen av egen
kraft rasade ner till transportéren. For att detta skulle fungera var det dock
tvunget att kratrarna bibehéll sin koniska form varigenom mycket malm
maste ldmnas kvar. 1957 vidtogs dock en del arbeten i ryggen mellan de bada
kratrarna i avsikt att senare ta ut denna malm.

Vid brytning i kratrarna spréangdes nerifran och upp, varefter kratersidorna
skrotades, rensades fran Idst sittande block, uppifr@n och ner. Stérre block,
som rasade ner, fangades upp pa ett jarngaller i kraterbotten och
eftersprangdes.

Den brutna malmen exporterades till Tyskland och dd dess industri
avstannade vid krigsslutet uppstod avsattningsproblem fér Tabergsmalmen.
Under aren 1948 - 51 krossandes darfér malmen till makadam, som pa grund
av sin tyngd var speciellt lampad fér spardverbyggnader.

1949 - 50 drevs ocksa ett asfaltverk av Malméfirman Mataki vid Bergets
Ostsida.

Den undre huvudorten indrevs under dstsidan 1945 - 46 och férbands via ett
flertal schakt, bland annat med ett hisschakt, med det évre ortsystemet. I
héjd med detta och med férbindelse till det undre systemet sprangdes ocksa
ett storre krossrum fram dar en makadamkross, konkvarn, installerades.
Redan ett par ar tidigare hade da den s kallade "Hundbanan” tagits upp.
Denna gar fran botten av grovkrosschaktet pa 135 meters nivan i 34 graders
vinkel upp till 80 meters nivan ovanfér krossrummet och &r med ett schakt
forbundet med detta.
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Den malm som broéts i kratrarna tappades ner i malmvagnar som drogs av ett
diesellok ut ur den évre huvudorten till grovkrosschaktet. Efter krossningen i
detta gick malmen antingen direkt ut ur gruvan via transportbandet eller till
Hundbanan. Namnet kommer av den spelverksdrivna vagn som "l6pte” upp
och ner i den branta orten och automatiskt tippande sin last hégst upp.
Harifrdn tappades malmen ner i krossrummet med makadam krossen och
sedan vidare ner till ndgon av makadamfickorna i den undre huvudorten.
Uttransporten hérifran gick pa rals men som lok tjdnade har en ombyggd
Ford.

Eftersom Tabergsmalmen ar relativt jarnfattig, ca 30 %, planerade
gruvbolaget att inuti Berget anléagga ett anrikningsverk varfor plats for ett
sadant sprangdes fram éver den undre huvudorten. I anrikningsverket skulle
harvid ingd tva rérkvarnar och tva konkvarnar samt separering av graberg
vilket skulle tas upp genom den avloppstunnel som &r sprangd sa nar som pa
den sista salvan i héjd med den 6vre huvudorten. For att kunna lagra den
anrikade malmen sprangdes ocksa ett sligmagasin upp. Anrikningsverket
inkdptes men kom aldrig att monteras.

Fran 1945 gjordes ocksa tidvis speciella kulsintringsprov i den kolpulvereldade
roterugn som fortfarande finns kvar i magasinsbyggnaden bakom gruvstugan.
Allt eftersom de olika orterna drevs upp lades ocksa réls, tryckluft och vatten
drogs fram till borraggregaten och elektrisk belysning anordnades. Sjalva
frontarbetet dgde dock rum i skenet av karbidlampor. De som jobbade som
frontarbetare hade harvid ackord varvid ingick att ortdrivaren sjalv stod for
den dynamit som atgick. Vid indrivning av en normal ort borrades cirka 20
hal, 1,80 meter djupa. Dynamiten apterades med tandhatt och stubintrdd vars
langd avpassades sa att laddningarna gick uppifrdn och ner sa att de sista
salvorna kastade ut den losskjutna malmen fran berget varigenom lastningen
av denna underlattades.

Mot slutet av 50-talet avvecklades verksamheten allt mer och den sista
malmleveransen gick for export via Halmstad 1957.

Detta ar fardigstélldes ocksa den stérre sidoort som gar i nordvastlig riktning
fran dvre huvudorten ut till gransen av malmkroppen. Orten avslutas med ett
par langre provhal varur borrkarnor tagits féor mineralanalys. 1957
fardigsprangdes ocksa ett tryckluftssystem bestaende av ett
tryckluftsmagasin, langst in i undre huvudorten, under tryck av ett
vattenmagasin pa 45 meters nivan.

Den sista ortbrytningen gjordes 1959 - 60 av den ort som slutar strax norr
om toppstugan. Denna ort ar den enda som upptagits i Berget i avsikt att
bedriva underjordsbrytning och arbetet utférdes av de, jamte gruvfogden Carl
Harnstréom, sist anstallda "bergbrytarna" Axel Ahlgvist och Hans Strom.

Den malm som bréts pa slutet lagrades i den Sédra gruvan dér malmen drogs
samma av ett skrapspel.

Av de olika installationerna i Berget finns numera inte sa mycket kvar.
Makadamkrossen ar borttagen, elledningarna nerrivna och det mesta travirket
bortruttnat. Kvar finns dock den mesta ralsen, trycklufts- och
vattenledningarna, delar av hiss- och hundbanespelet. I den dvre huvudorten
star fortfarande ett par malmvagnar liksom en ventilationsflakt kvar. Krossen i
grovkrosschaktet finns ocksd kvar.



Genom att kratrarna avvattnas genom gruvgdngarna ar dessa tidvis mycket
bléta och leriga. Sjélva berget &r annars mycket tétt och sprickfritt och fa ras
eller slappor har observerats. I schakten fran kratrarna hanger dock
fortfarande mycket malm som kommer att rasa ner sa smaningom allt efter
det som travirket i dessa ruttnar. Detta och genom att skyddsanordningar helt
saknas kring 6vriga schakt gor att ett besdk i gruvan inte ar helt riskfritt och
denna ar normalt tillsluten, dock inte mer an att de flesta av Sveriges
fladdermus arter har har funnit ett dvervintringsparadis.

Kallor:

Smalands Taberg AB

Axel Ahlqvist, Taberg.

J6nkopings ldns hembygdsférbund XXVII, Smalands Taberg.

Denna artikel finns i Tabergs Bergslags Hembygsférenings arbok fran 1982
"Tabergs Bergslag XIII"



Annwn

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Annwn, Annwfn, or Annwfyn (in Middle Welsh, /'a&enu:n/ Annwvn, Annwyn, Annwyfn, Annwvyn,
or Annwfyn) is the Otherworld in Welsh mythology. Ruled by Arawn (or, in Arthurian literature,
by Gwyn ap Nudd), it was essentially a world of delights and eternal youth where disease was
absent and food was ever-abundant. It became identified with the

Christian afterlife in paradise (or heaven).

Name and etymology/edit]

Middle Welsh sources suggest that the term was recognised as meaning "very deep" in medieval
times.! The appearance of a form antumnos on an ancient Gaulish curse tabletwhich means an
(other) tumnos (world), however, suggests that the original term may have been *ande-dubnos, a
common Gallo-Brittonic word that literally meant "underworld".2The pronunciation of Modern
Welsh Annwn is ['anu:n].

Mythical locationsiedit]

In both Welsh and Irish mythologies, the Otherworld was believed to be located either on an
island or underneath the earth. In the First Branch of the Mabinoqi, it is implied that Annwn is a
land within Dyfed, while the context of the Arthurian poem Preiddeu Annwfn suggests an island
location. Two other otherworldly feasts that occur in the Second Branch of the Mabinogi are
located in Harlech in northwest Wales and on Ynys Gwales in southwest Pembrokeshire.
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Cernunnos

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Cernunnos is the conventional name given in Celtic studies to depictions of the "horned god"

of Celtic polytheism. Cernunnos was a Celtic god of fertility, life, animals, wealth, and the
underworld. The name itself is only attested once, on the 1st-century Pillar of the Boatmen, but he
appears all over Gaul, and among the Celtiberians. Cernunnos is depicted with the antlers of a
stag, sometimes carries a purse filled with coin, often seated cross-legged and often associated
with animals and holding or wearing torcs, are known from over 50 examples in the Gallo-

Roman period, mostly in north-eastern Gaul.!

Not much is known about the god from literary sources, and details about his name, his followers
or his significance in Celtic religion are unknown. Speculative interpretations identify him as a god
of nature, life or fertility.=2
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Torc

A torc, also spelled torq or torque, is a large rigid or stiff neck ring in metal, made either as a
single piece or from strands twisted together. The great majority are open at the front, although
some had hook and ring closures and a few had mortice and tenon locking catches to close them.
Many seem designed for near-permanent wear and would have been difficult to remove. Torcs
are found in the Scythian, lllyrian,Thracian, Celtic, and other cultures of the European Iron

Age from around the 8th century BC to the 3rd century AD. For the Iron Age Celts the gold torc
seems to have been a key object, identifying the wearer as a person of high rank, and many of
the finest works of ancient Celtic art are torcs. The Celtic torc disappears in the Migration Period,
but during the Viking Age torc-style metal necklaces, now mainly in silver, came back into
fashion.® Torc styles of neck-ring are found as part of the jewellery styles of various other
cultures and periods.

Terminology and definition|edit|

The word comes from Latin torquis (or torques), from torqueo, "to twist", because of the twisted
shape many of the rings have. Typically, neck-rings that open at the front when worn are called
"torcs" and those that open at the back "collars". Smaller bracelets and armlets worn around the
wrist or on the upper arm sometimes share very similar forms. Torcs were made from single or
multiple intertwined metal rods, or "ropes" of twisted wire. Most of those that have been found are
made from gold or bronze, less often silver, iron or other metals (gold, bronze and silver survive
better than other metals when buried for long periods). Elaborate examples, sometimes hollow,
used a variety of techniques but complex decoration was usually begun by casting and then
worked by further techniques. The Ipswich Hoard includes unfinished torcs that give clear
evidence of the stages of work.B Flat-ended terminals are called "buffers", and in types like the
"fused-buffer" shape, where what resemble two terminals are actually a single piece, the element
is called a "muff".1

Bronze Age Europe and the East[edit]

There are several types of rigid gold and sometimes bronze necklaces and collars of the

later European Bronze Age, from around 1200 BC, many of which are classed as "torcs". They
are mostly twisted in various conformations, including the "twisted ribbon" type, where a thin strip
of gold is twisted into a spiral. Other examples twist a bar with a square or X section, or just use
round wire, with both types in the three 12th— or 11th-century BC specimens found at Tiers
Cross, Pembrokeshire, Wales.t The Milton Keynes Hoard contained two large examples of
thicker rounded forms, as also used for bracelets.®

The terminals are not emphasized as in typical Iron Age torcs, though many can be closed by
hooking the simple terminals together. Many of these "torcs" are too small to be worn round the
neck of an adult, and were either worn as bracelets or armlets, or by children or statues.
Archaeologists find dating many torcs difficult, with some believing torcs were retained for periods
of centuries as heirlooms, and others believing there were two periods of production. Differing
ratios of silver in the gold of other objects—typically up to 15% in the Bronze Age but up to 20%
in the Iron Age—can help decide the question.@There are several flared gold torcs with a C-
shaped section in the huge Mooghaun North Hoard of Late Bronze Age gold from 800 to 700 BC
found in County Clare in Ireland.®

To the East, torcs appear in Scythian art from the Early Iron Age, and include "classicizing"
decoration drawing on styles from the east. Torcs are also found in Thraco-Cimmerian art. Torcs
are found in the Tolstaya burial and the Karagodeuashk kurgan (Kuban area), both dating to the
4th century BC. A torc is part of the Pereshchepina hoard dating to the 7th century AD. Thin
torcs, often with animal head terminals, are found in the art of the Persian Achaemenid Empire,
with some other elements derived from Scythian art.
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Celtic torcs[edit]

Depictions of the gods and goddesses of Celtic mythology sometimes show them wearing or
carrying torcs, as in images of the god Cernunnos wearing one torc around his neck, with torcs
hanging from his antlers or held in his hand, as on the Gundestrup cauldron. This may represent
the deity as the source of power and riches, as the torc was a sign of nobility and high social
status.® The famous Roman copy of the original Greek sculpture The Dying Gaul depicts a
wounded Gaulish warrior naked except for a torc, which is how Polybiusdescribed the gaesatae,
Celtic warriors from modern northern Italy or the Alps, fighting at the Battle of Telamon in 225 BC,
although other Celts there were clothed.2® One of the earliest known depictions of a torc can be
found on the Warrior of Hirschlanden (6th century BC), and a high proportion of the few Celtic
statues of human figures, mostly male, show them wearing torcs.

Other possible functions that have been proposed for torcs include use as rattles in rituals or
otherwise, as some have stones or metal pieces inside them, and representations of figures
thought to be deities carrying torcs in their hand may depict this. Some are too heavy to wear for
long, and may have been made to place on cult statues. Very few of these remain but they may
well have been in wood and not survived. Torcs were clearly valuable, and often found broken in
pieces, so being a store of value may have been an important part of their use. It has been noted
that the Iberian gold examples seem to be made at fixed weights that are multiples of

the Phoenician shekel.iu

With bracelets, torcs are "the most important category of Celtic gold”, though armlets and anklets
were also worn; in contrast finger-rings were less common among the early Celts.2 The earliest
Celtic torcs are mostly found buried with women, for example, the gold torc from the La Téne
period chariot burial of a princess, found in the Waldalgesheim chariot burial in Germany, and
others found in female graves at Vix in France (illustrated) and Reinheim. Another La Téne
example was found as part of a hoard or ritual deposit buried near Erstfeld in Switzerland.2! |t is
thought by some authors that the torc was mostly an ornament for women until the late 3rd
century BC, when it became an attribute of warriors.24 However, there is evidence for male wear
in the early period; in a rich double burial of the Hallstatt period at Hochmichele, the man wears
an iron torc and the female a necklace with beads.t2 A heavy torc in silver over an iron core with
bull's head terminals, weighing over 6 kilos, from Trichtingen, Germany, probably dates to the
2nd century BC (illustrated).za

Many finds of torcs, especially in groups and in association with other valuables but not
associated with a burial, are clearly deliberate deposits whose function is unclear. They may have
been ritual deposits or hidden for safekeeping in times of warfare. Some may represent the work-
in-progress of a workshop.i2 After the early period, torcs are especially prominent in the Celtic
cultures reaching to a coast of the Atlantic, from modern Spain to Ireland, and on both sides of
the English Channel.

Some very elaborately worked torcs with relief decoration in a late form of La Téne style have
been found in Britain and Ireland, dating from roughly the 3rd to 1st centuries BC. There may be
a connection with an older tradition in the British Isles of elaborate gold neckwear in the form

of gold lunulas, which seem centred on Ireland in the Bronze Age, and later flat or curved wide
collars; gold twisted ribbon torcs are found from both periods, but also imported styles such as
the fused-buffer.t8 The most elaborate late Insular torcs are thick and often hollow, some with
terminals forming a ring or loop. The most famous English example is the 1st-century BC multi-
stranded electrum Snettisham Torc found in northwestern Norfolk in England (illustrated),22 while
the single hollow torc in the Broighter Gold hoard, with relief decoration all round the hoop, is the
finest example of this type from Ireland, also 1st century BC.=22 The Stirling Hoard, a rare find in
Scotland of four gold torcs, two of them twisted ribbons, dating from the 3rd to 1st century BC,
was discovered in September 2009.2
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La Téne culture

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The La Tene culture (/Ia’ten/; French pronunciation: [la ten]) was a European Iron Age culture. It
developed and flourished during the late Iron Age (from about 450 BCE to the Roman conquest in
the 1st century BCE), succeeding the early Iron Age Hallstatt culture without any definite cultural
break, under the impetus of considerable Mediterranean influence from the Greeks in pre-Roman
Gaul, the Etruscans,™ and Golasecca culture.2

Its territorial extent corresponded to what is now France, Belgium, Switzerland, Austria, Southern
Germany, the Czech Republic, parts of Northern Italy,2 Slovenia and Hungary, as well as
adjacient parts of the Netherlands, Slovakia,“ Croatia,® Transylvania (western Romania),

and Transcarpathia (western Ukraine).l The Celtiberians of western [beria shared many aspects
of the culture, though not generally the artistic style. To the north extended the contemporary Pre-
Roman Iron Age of Northern Europe, including the Jastorf culture of Northern Germany.

Centered on ancient Gaul, the culture became very widespread, and encompasses a wide variety
of local differences. It is often distinguished from earlier and neighbouring cultures mainly by the
La Tene style of Celtic art, characterized by curving "swirly" decoration, especially of metalwork.?

It is named after the type site of La Téne on the north side of Lake Neuchatel in Switzerland,
where thousands of objects had been deposited in the lake, as was discovered after the water
level dropped in 1857.8 La Tene is the type site and the term archaeologists use for the later
period of the culture and art of the ancient Celts, a term that is firmly entrenched in the popular
understanding, but presents numerous problems for historians and archaeologists.®

Periodization|edit]

Extensive contacts through trade are recognized in foreign objects deposited in elite burials;
stylistic influences on La Téne material culture can be recognized

in Etruscan, Italic, Greek, Dacian and Scythian sources. Dateable Greek pottery and analysis
employing scientific techniques such as dendrochronology and thermoluminescence help provide
date ranges for an absolute chronology at some La Téne sites.

La Téne history was originally divided into "early”, "middle" and "late" stages based on the
typology of the metal finds (Otto Tischler 1885), with the Roman occupation greatly disrupting the
culture, although many elements remain in Gallo-Roman and Romano-British culture.i? A broad
cultural unity was not paralleled by overarching social-political unifying structures, and the extent
to which the material culture can be linguistically linked is debated. The art history of La Téne
culture has various schemes of periodization.i

The archaeological period is now mostly divided into four sub-periods, following Paul Reinecke .2

Tischler (1885) | Reinecke (1902) Date

La Téne | La Téne A 450-380 BC

La Tene | La Tene B 380-250 BC

La Tene Il La Tene C 250-150 BC
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History/edit]

The preceding final phase of the Hallstatt culture, HaD, c. 650-450 BC, was also widespread
across Central Europe, and the transition over this area was gradual, being mainly detected
through La Téne style elite artefacts, which first appear in the western end of the old Hallstatt
region.

Though there is no agreement on the precise region in which La Téne culture first developed,
there is a broad consensus that the centre of the culture lay on the northwest edges of Hallstatt
culture, north of the Alps, within the region between in the West the valleys of

the Marne and Moselle, and the part of the Rhineland nearby. In the east the western end of the
old Hallstatt core area in modern Bavaria, Austria and Switzerland formed a somewhat separate
"eastern style Province" in the early La Téne, joining with the western area in Alsace.t3 In 1994 a
prototypical ensemble of elite grave sites of the early 5th century BCE was excavated

at Glauberg in Hesse, northeast of Frankfurt-am-Main, in a region that had formerly been
considered peripheral to the La Téne sphere.l4 The site at La Téne itself was therefore near the
southern edge of the original "core" area (as is also the case for the Hallstatt site for its core).

The establishment of a Greek colony, soon very successful, at Massalia (modern Marseilles) on
the Mediterranean coast of France led to great trade with the Hallstatt areas up

the Rhone and Saone river systems, and early La Tene elite burials like the Vix

Grave in Burgundy contain imported luxury goods along with artifacts produced locally. Most
areas were probably controlled by tribal chiefs living in hilltop forts, while the bulk of the
population lived in small villages or farmsteads in the countryside.1s!

Bronze Age Central Europe!

Beaker 2600-2200 BC
BzA 2200-1600 BC
BzB 1600-1500 v. Chr.
BzC 1500-1300 v. Chr.
BzD 13001200 BC
Ha A 1200-1050 v. Chr.
Ha B 1050-800 v. Chr.

Iron Age Central Europe

Hallstatt
Ha C 800-620 BC
Ha D 620-450 BC
La Tene
LT A 450-380 BC

LTB 380-250 BC
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By 500 the Etruscans expanded to border Celts in north Italy, and trade across the Alps began to
overhaul trade with the Greeks, and the Rhone route declined. Booming areas included the
middle Rhine, with large iron ore deposits, the Marne and Champagne regions, and

also Bohemia, although here trade with the Mediterranean area was much less important.
Trading connections and wealth no doubt played a part in the origin of the La Tene style, though
how large a part remains much discussed; specific Mediterranean-derived motifs are evident, but
the new style does not depend on them.!l

Barry Cunliffe notes localization of La Téne culture during the 5th century when there arose "two
zones of power and innovation: a Marne — Moselle zone in the west with trading links to the Po
Valley via the central Alpine passes and the Golasecca culture, and a Bohemian zone in the east
with separate links to the Adriatic via the eastern Alpine routes and the Venetic culture".22

From their homeland, La Téne culture expanded in the 4th century to more of modern France,
Germany, and Central Europe, and beyond to Hispania, northern and central Italy, the Balkans,
and even as far as Asia Minor, in the course of several major migrations. La Tene style artefacts
start to appear in Britain around the same time,=22 and Ireland rather later. The style of "Insular La
Téne" art is somewhat different and the artefacts are initially found in some parts of the islands
but not others. Migratory movements seem at best only partly responsible for the diffusion of La
Téne culture there, and perhaps other parts of Europe.2u

By about 400 the evidence for Mediterranean trade become sparse; this may have been because
the expanding Celtic populations began to migrate south and west, coming into violent conflict
with the established populations, including the Etruscans and Romans. The settled life in much of
the La Téne homelands also seems to have become much more unstable and prone to wars. In
about 387 the Celts under Brennusdefeated the Romans and then sacked Rome, establishing
themselves as the most prominent threats to the Roman homeland, a status they would retain
through a series of Roman-Gallic wars until Julius Caesar's final conquest of Gaul in 58-50 BCE.
The Romans prevented the Celts from reaching very far south of Rome, but on the other side of
the Adriatic Sea groups passed through the Balkans to reach Greece, where Delphi was attacked
in 279, and Asia, where Galatia was established as a Celtic area of Anatolia. By this time the La
Téne style was spreading to the British Isles, though apparently without any significant
movements in population.22

After about 275, Roman expansion into the La Téne areal began, at first with the conquest

of Gallia Cisalpina. The conquest of Celtic Gaul began in 121 BCE and was complete with

the Gallic Wars of the 50s BCE. Gaulish culture now quickly assimilated to Roman culture, giving
rise to the hybrid Gallo-Roman culture of Late Antiquity.

Material culturefedit]

La Téne metalwork in bronze, iron and gold, developing technologically out of Hallstatt culture, is
stylistically characterized by inscribed and inlaid intricate spirals and interlace, on fine bronze
vessels, helmets and shields, horse trappings and elite jewelry, especially the neck rings

called torcs and elaborate clasps called fibulae. It is characterized by elegant, stylized curvilinear
animal and vegetal forms, allied with the Hallstatt traditions of geometric patterning.

The Early Style of La Téne art and culture mainly featured static, geometric decoration, while the
transition to the Developed Style constituted a shift to movement-based forms, such as triskeles.
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Some subsets within the Developed Style contain more specific design trends, such as the
recurrent serpentine scroll of the Waldalgesheim Style 23

Initially La Téne people lived in open settlements that were dominated by the chieftains’ hill forts.
The development of towns—oppida—appears in mid-La Téne culture. La Tene dwellings were
carpenter-built rather than of masonry. La Téne peoples also dug ritual shafts, in which votive
offerings and even human sacrifices were cast. Severed heads appear to have held great power
and were often represented in carvings. Burial sites included weapons, carts, and both elite and
household goods, evoking a strong continuity with an afterlife.24

Elaborate burials also reveal a wide network of trade. In Vix, France, an elite woman of the 6th
century BCE was buried with a very large bronze "wine-mixer" made in Greece. Exports from La
Téne cultural areas to the Mediterranean cultures were based

on salt, tin, copper, amber, wool, leather, furs and gold. Artefacts typical of the La Téne culture
were also discovered in stray finds as far afield as Scandinavia, Northern Germany, Poland and
in the Balkans. It is therefore common to also talk of the "La Tene period" in the context of those
regions even though they were never part of the La Téne culture proper, but connected to its core
area via trade.

Ethnology/edit]

Main articles: Continental Celts and Gauls

Further information: Thraco-Cimmerian, Dacia, and lllyrians

The bearers of the La Téne culture were the people known as Celts or Gauls to ancient
ethnographers. Ancient Celtic culture had no written literature of its own, but rare examples of
epigraphy in the Greek or Latin alphabets exist allowing the fragmentary reconstruction

of Continental Celtic.

Our knowledge of this cultural area derives from three sources: from archaeological evidence,
from Greek and Latin literary evidence from ethnographical evidence suggesting some La Tene
artistic and cultural survivals in traditionally Celtic regions of far western Europe. Some of the
societies that are archaeologically identified with La Teéne material culture were identified by
Greek and Roman authors from the 5th century onwards as Keltoi ("Celts")

and Galli("Gauls"). Herodotus (iv.49) correctly placed Keltoi at the source of the Ister/Danube, in
the heartland of La Tene material culture: "The Ister flows right across Europe, rising in the
country of the Celts", 2! he also placed them as "farthest to the west of any people of Europe"
contradicting Anglo-Saxon and German modern scolarship who place them in Germany.2

Whether the usage of classical sources means that the whole of La Téne culture can be
attributed to a unified Celtic people is difficult to assess; archaeologists have repeatedly
concluded that language, material culture, and political affiliation do not necessarily run parallel.
Frey (2004) notes that in the 5th century, "burial customs in the Celtic world were not uniform;
rather, localised groups had their own beliefs, which, in consequence, also gave rise to distinct
artistic expressions".
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Modern Era Investigator

Name_Jonatan Backstrom
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25)
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Occupation _Hacker

Age 24

Sex Male
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7
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Modern Era Investigator Characteristics

Name _Martin Gromm
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Modern Era Investigator

Name_Mikaela Jersberg
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22)
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Occupation Dilettante

Age 23
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