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Act I, Scene 3 (ACE) — Two years later
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Barbara's marriage to Charles is well and truly on the rocks this time.  The question isn't simply whether
the marriage will survive long term.  The big question is: will their marriage even survive tonight's party?

Barbara has recently found out that after the blow up over Karen, Charles actually did start cheating on
her.  She had been planning on going through with her birthday party tonight, but at this point, she's not
sure she can handle the situation.  It's time to confront Charles about what he has done to her, especially at
this important time.  She has big news and needs to know whether or not Charles will truly be there for
her. 

Barbara's affair with William ended a month ago, at William's prodding.  Barbara has decided it was a
mistake and moved on, blaming her indiscretion on Charles' own bad behavior. William, however, has been
carrying guilt for the affair ever since. He feels that this has been going on too long and he can't bear the
secret of his betrayal of his brother, no matter what Charles himself has done.  Tonight he plans to confess
and beg Charles' forgiveness.

Meanwhile, Charles got a new job teaching theater at the local college. After he left the high school, he and
Karen broke up over Charles' guilt about cheating (and the slow dimming of their own passion).  Charles is
ready to beg Barbara's forgiveness and try to start over, if she'll have him.

Virginia is watching this all from the sidelines with tears in her eyes.  She doesn't know for sure about all
the cheating that has been happening, but she is hoping desperately that Barbara and Charles can resolve
their issues. Will Barbara and Charles' marriage survive all the betrayals?
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How did it come to this? Your husband has been cheating on you. You had been cheating on him, with his
brother. You are now two and a half months pregnant, and you can't be sure who is the father. Where do
you even go from here? You wish you knew.

You have a horrible feeling about tonight. You know that you need to confront Charles about his affair and
find out if he is still committed to this marriage. If he is, you need to figure out what and how to tell him.
He needs to know about the child you are carrying, but you need to know first whether or not there is a
marriage worth trying to save.

William is wracked by guilt over the affair and you're worried he'll just blurt it out to Charles. It was
William that ended the affair because he just couldn't stand the thought of hurting his brother any more.
But right now, your needs and the needs of your child-to-be come first. You and your child are going to
need to know where you stand and anything else is secondary.

If Charles isn't going to, or can't focus on your marriage, you need out now. You aren't sure what you are
going to do if it comes to that, but you won't raise your child in a situation like this. You just can't, no
matter what comes of it.
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After almost a year of carrying on a passionate, beautiful, guilt-ridden affair with Karen, you have finally
come to realize what you should have known all along: Barbara is truly the most important thing to you
and you can't live without her.  You dumped Karen, and have come back to beg Barbara's forgiveness. It's
been easier since you got a job at the college and don't see Karen every day.

Poor Barbara.  Your wonderful, caring, loving, faithful wife.  All these months, you've treated her like
garbage, and she's been always at your side, waiting for you.  Sure, there have been fights, and plenty of
them.  And you deserved everything she threw at you.  The names she called you could never be as bad as
what you actually were.  She was perfect, the ideal wife, and you may have thrown it all away.

You know that she's about ready to give up on you. You've seen the look in her eyes, especially recently. 
She must know what has been going on.  Your only chance is to confess everything from the very start and
beg her forgiveness.  Karen never really meant anything to you.  She was just an escape.  You got carried
away by how she was beautiful and available.

Barbara needs to understand that she is, always has been and always will be your one true love.  Karen was
a mistake.  It will never happen again.  You just need Barbara's faithful, caring love and reassurance.  How
could you do this to such a wonderful woman as Barbara?
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How did it come to this? What were you possibly thinking? An affair with your brother's wife?

The affair with Barbara went on for the better part of the last year. It was only a month ago that you broke
it off, but it had been eating away at you since almost the beginning. Even if Charles has been having an
affair, it doesn't justify what you've done to him. That is why you need to confess and apologize tonight. No
matter what comes of it, you can't live with the lie anymore.

Barbara... you love her. There is no doubt about it. But she made her choice when she married Charles. It
has taken you this long to really and truly come to grips with it, but you have at last. She may regret it at
times, but it was the decision that she made and you can't help her, your brother, or yourself by denying it
any longer. What she needs... what all of you need is to start acting like adults and living with the choices
that have been made.

Their marriage needs help, lots of it. You can't be part of the problem anymore . You just can't and won't do
that now or ever again.
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Your daughter's marriage is falling apart, and sometimes you think you're more upset about it than she is.
She and Charles have been fighting constantly.  You've heard rumors that there's another woman.  The past
month, things seem to have gotten even worse.  You don't know what happened, but Barbara has just
snapped.

You're worried that Charles and Barbara are going to divorce, but you're even more worried that they're
not going to do it until too late.  Barbara and Charles both want children, and if it wasn't for all this
fighting, now would be the time.  Charles just got a good job at the local college, teaching theater: exactly
the sort of work he's always wanted.  They're settling down, this could help smooth things out.

Right now, the thing that you're most worried about is that they'll try to patch things up, have a child, and
then wind up divorcing anyway.  If they're going to get divorced, they should do so now, before there are
any children in the picture.  It may be too late for the marriage (though you hope it's not), but it's not too
late to deal with this before there are children to be hurt by it.


